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Part A: 


After visiting the Library of Congress, it is obvious why the majority of libraries have open shelves.  I was so surprised to find out that if a patron wants to use any materials at the LoC, they have to fill out a form and wait for the materials to be delivered to them.  I was also surprised to see people actually doing this.  You would think that with the availability of internet and the fact that the majority of libraries have open shelves people would not want to waste their time waiting for documents/materials to be brought to them.  However, I know how my library shelves look after students have used the media.  I also know how long it takes to shelf and organize the shelves.  With the huge number of materials housed at the LoC, I can understand why they might not want patrons browsing through the shelves. 

Another trend in library processes is in the authority control.   Authority control is the official form used in a library to catalog material.  This form uses the author’s name, the title, or subject when cataloging the material.  In the past, these forms had to hand written.  Each item cataloged had to have three cards written and then placed in the card catalog.  This took an extremely long time to do. The patron would have to flip through all the cards to find the one that they wanted.  Today an item is entered into the cataloging system only one time.  The items can be viewed by looking up the author, title, subject, or even key words.  Today it is much easier for the librarian, as well as, the patron.    

Part B:


One current trend in the organization of libraries is that some libraries are beginning to do away with the Dewey Decimal System.  Some libraries are beginning to use a “book-store like shelving system” instead.  One article “Students Not Fazed by Dewey-less Library in Arizona” published in School Library Journal reported that students really had not noticed a change in the organization of the local public library.  However, they also reported that the school system had just started back up and students had not yet needed to use the library for reference.  In my opinion, there needs to be some type of organization in order for patrons to be able to find what they are looking for in a timely manner.


Another trend in organizing knowledge is the use of online cataloging systems.  This system allows more patrons at one time to access the catalog.  Students (patrons) are also able to locate materials faster.  Just like the traditional card catalog, patrons can find materials by subject, title, or author.  However, patrons can also locate material by typing in key words.  The online catalog system allows for materials to be made available quicker.  It also makes it easier to remove or delete materials from the system.  Another benefit of online cataloging is the amount of physical space that is available and can be utilized in other ways.
Part C:


In schools, I believe that plagiarism is a huge issue in the legal and ethical use of information.  Students are told to research, write a report and even to respond to something they have read.  However, there is little guidance in completing these activities.  By the time students are in fifth grade, teachers expect students to be able to write using their own words, but it is a skill many children are missing.


Second graders are given the assignment to read and then write a couple of sentences about what they have read.  The majority of students would copy sentences from the story.  They had to be taught that copying is stealing an author’s work.  Unfortunately not all teachers/parents take the time to stress this to students and therefore, students get into the bad habit of copying information.  I feel as a media specialist, I must help reinforce how to paraphrase information.   
